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SUBJECT: ASEAN: MEETING OF ECONOMIC MINISTERS 

1. FOLLOWING THE MEETING OF ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTERS ON 
AUGUST 3 DATO HAMZAH ABU SAMAH, MALAYSIAN MINISTER FOR TRADE 
AND INDUSTRY, ANNOUNCED THAT THE MINISTERS HAD DECIDED THAT 
MALAYSIA AND INDONESIA SHOULD LAUNCH THEIR UREA PROJECTS "AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE." HE SAID THEY EXPECTED THE INDONESIAN PROJECT 
TO START IN MID- 1978. AS TO THE OTHER THREE PROJECTS (SODA 

ASH IN THAILAND, DIESEL ENGINES IN SINGAPORE AND PHOSPHATES IN 
THE PHILIPPINES) FINAL DECISION WOULD HAVE TO AWAIT COMPLETION 
OF FEASIBILITY STUDIES WHICH WERE CURRENTLY UNDERWAY. 

2. HAMZAH ALSO SAID THAT THE JAPANESE HAD NOT FULLY COMMITTED 
THEMSELVES TO LENDING ASEAN $1 BILLION FOR THE FIVE 
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PROJECTS. THEY WERE CONSIDERING IT BUT THEIR FINAL DECISION 
WILL DEPEND UPON WHETHER THEY BELIEVE THE PROJECTS ARE VIABLE. 

3.. THE ECONOMIC MINISTERS ALSO DEALTH WITH THE EOLLOWING MATTERS 
WHICH WILL BE INCLUDED IN THEIR DRAFT REPORT ON ECONOMIC 
MATTERS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE HEADS OE GOVERNMENT: 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


(A) COOPERATION IN THE EIELD OE TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION, 
ESPECIALLY THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ASEAN SUBMARINE CABLE SYSTEM 
AND A STUDY OF AN ASEAN REGIONAL SATELLITE SYSTEM. 

(B) PROMOTION OF INTER-COUNTRY MAIL AND REMITTANCE SERVICES. 

(C) EXCHANGE OF TRAINING EXPERTISE TO UPGRADE RAILWAY SERVICES. 

(D) TRANSPORT BY ROAD, RAIL AND FERRY AND UNIFORMITY OF ROAD 
AND TRAFFIC REGULATIONS. 

(E) THE ACCELERATION, HARMONIZATION, EXPANSION AND MODERNIZATION 
OF ASEAN NATIONAL MARITIME FLEETS. 

(F) THE ORGANIZATION OF AN ASEAN SHIPPING CONEERENCE. 

(G) AGREEMENT ON PETROLEUM SHARING PROGRAMS IN THE EVENT OE 
EMERGENCY SHORTAGES. 
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